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SE R M O N. 


Jopos, vir. 18. 
The Sword of the Lord and of Gideon. 


HEIsS was the ſignal for battle given to the 
army of Iſrael when going to attack the hoſt 
of the Midianites who were encamped againſt them 

with numbers vaſtly ſuperior to their own. In 

the verſe immediately preceding, their gallant 
general thus addreſſes them: * Behold, that 

«« when I ſhall come to the outſide of the camp, 
ce it ſhall be, that as 7 do ſo ſhall ye do; — when 

« J blow with the trumpet, I and all that are 

« with me, then blow ye the trumpets alſo on 

ce every ſide of all the camp, and fay, the fword 

&« of the Lord and of Gideon.” — As if he had 

ſaid, you are engaged in a juſt and righteous 

cauſe, the cauſe of God, and the ſword you 
mm. draw 
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draw is, therefore, the ſword of the Lord : you 


muſt not, however, ſoleiy depend upon that: 
you muſt exert your own perſonal bravery and 


valour: you muſt wield the ſword of Gideon 


your commander, and do your utmoſt to defend 


- yourſelves againſt. the wicked deſi gns of your 
enemies. 


The neceſſity of this concurrence of divine 


aſſiſtance with human exertion in the conduct of 


war (the lawfulneſs of which is here clearly im- 
plied) ſeems to have been generally prevalent in 
every age of the world, the dark and barbarous, 


as well as the refined and enlightened. The Af- 


ſyrians, the Babylonians, the Medes, the Per- 


ſians, the Greeks, the Romans; nay, even the 
Goths and Vandals, thaugh deep funk in dark- | 
neſs and barbariſm, yet never loſt ſight of this 

important maxim. And, upon the revival of 
learning, when the clearer light of reaſon and 
- philoſophy, as well as of purer religion, again 
' ſhone forth upon the weſtern regions of Europe, 

the ſame general apprehenſion continued ſtrong 


and firm. It may therefore be conſidered as the 
immediate concurrent reſult of reaſon, religion, 


and the natural feelings of the human heart, 


requiring no laboured diſcuſſion. more * to 
eſtabliſh it. 


But 


(8. 


| But though it be at all times proper to ac- 
3 knowledge this co-operation of divine aid with 
a the exertions of human ability, yet at no time, 
perhaps, was it ſo preſſingly expedient as in the 
_ preſent, when ſentiments extremely different have 
been propagated in the world, with a kind of 
_ enthuſiaſtic zeal, and events taken place, in na- 
i | 1 tural conſequence, the moſt uncommon, and the 
| moſt horrid and aſtoniſhing. A ſet of men, in 
. almoſt every part of the continent, dignifying 
. © themſelves with the title of philoſophers, have 
1 diſcovered that there is no ſupreme intelligent 
| Mind governing the univerſe with wiſdom and 
equity; that there is no divine interpoſition in 
human concerns; but that all is the reſult of 
. blind nature, wielded and guided by the ſole ſa- 
= = gacity of mortals ; that there is no exiſtence after 
the preſent; that death is an eternal ſleep ; and 
that man dies as die the brutes; thus fubvert- 
ing the foundations of religion, and deſtroy- 


ing every ſubſtantial and irvariable motive to 
3 virtue and morality. 


"bn hd conſiſtence with theſe ideas, the 
ſame fet of men (it is notorious, and founded on 
the moſt authentic and indubitable evidence) had 
long formed a well-conneQed and a. well-con- 
certed plan for the extirpation of the Chriſtian 

B 2 religion 
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religion and the ſubverſion of eve ry exiſting civil 


government; promiſing univerſal freedom, liber- 
ty, equality, and happineſs. . But the reſult has 


been, as was natural to be expected, inſtead of 


freedom, the moſt dreadful ſlavery; inſtead of 
liberty, unbounded oppreſſion ; inſtead of equa- 
lity, a thing utterly impoſſible, merely a change 
of ſtations ; the loweſt of the people being raiſed 
to the higheſt; the higheſt, - if not murdered, 
plunged into the depths of poverty. - In a word, 


inſtead of happineſs, the very eſſence of wretch- 


edneſs and miſery. That this is no aggravated 

ſtatement, let any one recollect, for a moment, 
\ the injuſtice, the rapine, the plunder; the mur- 
ders and maſſacres ; the burnings and bloodſhed; 
which have deluged and deſolated the fair pro- 
vinces of France; and thence ruſhed, like a ra- 
ging fire, through Flanders and Holland, part of 
Germany, Switzerland, and Italy; diffuſing con- 
ſternation and amazement on every ſide. The 
men who have thus turned the world upſide 
down have threatened, again and again, to come 


hither alſo; but I truſt in God we ſhall be well 


prepared, both by the ſword of the Lord and of 
Gideon, to repel their attempts, and make them 
repent their vain and fooliſh temerity, The 
eyes of Britons are, at length, generally 
opened ; they ſee the folly and abſurdity of the 
principles, as well as the baſe and ambitious de- 


ſigns 


i 
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ſigns, of their enemies. Every boſom beats 


high, and every hand is arming: a military ar- 


dour poſſeſſes the. minds of every rank and order | 
amongſt us, from the higheſt to the loweſt ; and 


a firm reſolution to defend our lives and liberties, 
with whatever is dear and valuable to us, as men 
and as Chriſtians. And J am willing to flatter 


myſelf, that good men, of all parties and dif- 


tinctions, civil and religious, the friends of ad- 
miniſtration, and thoſe who have generally op- 
poſed them, Churchmen, Diſſenters, and Ro- 
man-Catholics, all not join hand and heart in 


the ſingle patriotic. view of defending and ſecuring 


the unrivalled conſtitution of Britain, which, with 
all its bleſſings, muſt undoubtedly fall, if our de- 
termined and deſperate foes ſhould finally prevail. 
They have proclaimed, in the face of the world, 


that the French Republic cannot remain in ſafety 
while the Britiſh Government ſubſiſts; and that, 


therefore, they will never ſheath the ſword till 


they have overturned and deſtroyed it. What 


the conſequence would be, could they accompliſh 
this arrogant menace, requires no deep pene- 
tration to diſcern, What is the condition of 
thoſe who have already fallen victims to their 


perfidy? What is the. condition of the Dutch, 
the Swiſs, the inhabitants of Flanders, of Venice, 


of Genoa, of Rome ?. Are they not, the bulk 


of them, avec, bewer's of wood, and drawers of 


water 2 
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water ? But the treatment they have experien- 
ced is tender -mercy to what we muſt expect; their 
hoſtility to 108 being directed by ingular animo- 


ſicy and with a rage and rancour r. peculiarly en- 
— 


If, therefore, we regard the welfare of our 
country, if we regard our public or private in- 
| tereſt, our friends and families, with whatever is 
| neareſt and deareſt to our hearts, we are im- 
pelled to riſe for their defence and protection. 


And as our foes have openly renounced their 
faith, diſavowed their allegiance to the Majeſty 
of Heaven, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, 
denying the government of any power ſuperior 
to their own, it ſeems peculiarly incumbent upon 
us, when taking up arms to repreſs their inſo- 
lence, that we as unreſervedly declare our abhor- 
rence of their impious principles; that, while 
we make every proper military preparation, and 
exert every human effort, we ſtill depend for final 
ſucceſs upon the arm of Omnipotence; in the 

words of Judas Maccabeus, that, while © our 
e enemies truſt in their weapons and boldneſs, our 
e confidence is in the Almighty God, who, at 4 
« beck, can caft down both them that come again 
© Us and a Yo all the world,” | 


( # Þ 


J am, therefore, happy to find it has become a 
ſort of faſhion, upon raiſing any free military 
force, in whatever part of the kingdom, to con- 
ſecrate its arms and its banners to the Lord. of 
Haſts, the God of Battles ; thereby appealing to 
Heaven for the juſtice of our cauſe, and imploring 
its aid and protection. | 


And if Heaven could ever be appealed to for 
the juſtice of any cauſe, it is ſurely that in which 
we are now engaged; it being not for the exten- 
ion of conqueſt, or the enlargement of power 
and' dominion, but merely to defend and ſecure 
ourſelves, and to avoid depredation and plunder, 
murder, maſſacre, and ruin. Europe and the 
whole world are witneſs that we have adopted 
every fair and honourable means to procure a ſafe 
and permanent peace, and that all has been utter - 
ly in vain. Unable, therefore, to appeaſe the 
wrath or afſuage the malice of our enemies, it only 
remains that we uſe our beſt endeavours, under 
the guidance of God, to confound their devices 
and defeat their machinations; and, ſhould their 
threatened invaſion really take place, we may go 
forth undiſmayed, confidently adopting the ex- 
preſſion of our text, he fivord of the Lord and 
« of Gideon; nor need we deſpair of ſucceſs 


ſtmilar to that which attended the efforts of the 


army 
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army of Iſrael, We are told that Gideon, and 
the men that were with him, came to the outfide of 
the enemy's camp, about the beginning of the midale 
watch, and blew the trumpets, and flood every man 
in his place round about the camp, and all the boft 

* the enemy RAN, AND CRIED, AND FLED. - 
But we may appeal to an example much nearer 
home, at once, perhaps, more immediately ap- 
plicable to our own ſituation, as well as of more 
encouraging and animating tendency. In a ſiſter- 
kingdom, a daring and deſperate rebellion has 
lately broken out; the moſt extenſive, the beſt 
planned and concerted, or, to uſe the modern 
phraſe, the moſt completely organized, that can 
well be conceived ; fluſhed, too, with the pro- 
miſes and daily expectations of powerful aſſiſt- 
ance from their French friends, by whoſe coun- 
ſels it was originally framed, and gradually ri- 
pened and matured; by whom alſo it was abun- 
dantly furniſhed with arms and troops. This 
rebellion, thus ſtrengthened, thus ſupported, and 
thus apparently formidable, is already, I truſt, 

by the ſpirited exertions of the loyal natives, in 
concurrence with the bleſſing of God, nearly ſup- 
preſſed. And this ſpeedy ſuppreſſion, I am hap- 
py to add, was probably in a great meaſure ow- 
ing to the activity and bravery-of a body of men 
perfectly ſimilar to thoſe I have now the honour 
=— be 


WO. 

to addreſs; men, who, poſſeſſing conſiderable 
property, freely ſtood forth -in defence of their 
country, under the direction and conduct of per- 
ſons of higher rank and more eminent ſtation. 
Wherever zheſe appeared, the rebels, though 
vaſtly more numerous, were ſuddenly ſcattered and 
diſperſed, or, as in the Scripture example juſt 
referred to, they ran, and cried, and fled. | 


With reſpect to Great Britain our proſpects are 
ſurely not leſs promiſing. 1 am willing to flatter 


myſelf, at leaſt, that we have not equal dangers 


to encounter with thoſe which the brave Inſh 
have ſo nearly ſurmounted, We have not, I 
hope, to apprehend domeſtic inſurreQon in aid 
of foreign invaſion. * By far the majority of us, 
1 éam confident, are animated with the ſame ge- 
nerous patriotic views which you yourſelves ſo- 
lemnly avow by your appearance upon the pre- 
ſent occaſion. They are ſo far from encouraging 
diſtractions at home, or inviting hoſtile incurſions 
from abroad, that they are ready to ſtand ar- 
dently forth, if neceſſity require, to ſuppreſs the 
former, and repel the latter, at the hazard of 
their lives. — 


And yet, it is obvious to remark, if this idea 
univerſally pervaded the minds of our enemies, 
could they be ſo mad as to utter thoſe arrogant 
ö; ĩ õ X19ꝗgos 
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menaces in which they have long ſo vainly and libe- 

rally dealt? Could chey once think of invading and 
Vubuuing us, when their fleets are ſo maimed and 
Erippled as to be, in a manner, unable to move 

or ſtir from their harbours? Scarcely a port from 


Calais to Breſt, from Breſt to Toulon, but is, as 
it were, ſecurely blocked up. Or ſhould they, 


cloaked in darkneſs, ſhrouded in miſts and 


fogs, or peculiarly favoured by the winds and the 
waves, evade, for a moment, the eagle- eyed 


watch of our ſailors, and ſally forth from their 


hiding places, the fate of their predeceſſors would 
probably ar length overtake them. Hardly, ſince 
the commencement of the war, have either bey 
or their allies ever ventured out with any conſi- 
derable forces, but we have as conftantly fought, 


beaten, ſunk, burnt, deſtroyed, or taken, a 

: large Proportion of them ; and it would, perhaps, 
be'no extravagant aſſertion, that we have now ac- 
tially in our poſſeſſion more foreign ſhips of war 
(Spaniſh, Dutch, and French) than the whole 
| r ry of France.* 


| - 1 1087 (8 ii 280 A ids | 
| Under. theſe circumſtances, and while our ſhips 
cover the ocean, ſafely. bringing home treaſures 


Aer > 
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* The evidence of all this is not, I preſume, diminiſhed 
by the late glorious victory achieved * Barer Nelfm of the 
Nile . 


3 


* 
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from the Eaſt and the Weſt, and carrying pro- 
teftion, terror, or. conqueſt, as far as waters roll 
or winds can wafl them, could even Gallic vanity 
and Gallic frenzy think of invading and ſubduing 
us, if they did not cheriſh a firm belief that we 
are divided among ourſelves, ready and cager to 
receive them in the arms of friendſhip and with 
the embrace of fraternity? It is our part to diſ- 
bh pate this groundleſs conceit; and can any thing 
more effectually tend to this than aſſociations like 
the preſent, in which men of property freely 
ſtep forward in defence of their king and their 
country, their religion, laws, and liberties ? 
Should theſe produce their natural effect, our 
enemies will ſon be ſilent; they muſt be con- 
vinced that their boaſted Army of England, if, 
by miracle, it eſcaped the vigilance of our 
cruizers, and were not plunged to the bottom of 
the ſea, but ſafely landed on the ſhores of Bri- 
tain, that ſtill their fancied path. of 9 would 
ſoon lead them to be grave. 


p his, I would preſume, may be rationally. ex- 
pected, not only from the ſpirit, animation, bra- 
very, and growing unanimity, of our people, 
but alſo from the juſtice of our cauſe and the 
Protection of heaven. | 


CG: 22 As 


As to the juſtice of our cauſe, who can 


dooks it? ir ſtruggle is between freedom 
1 and oppreſſion; between 


a 3 anarchical. confuſion; between 


| a. government. founded upon equitable laws af- 
fording equal ſecurity. to all, and a government, 


(if government i it may be called,) which is for ever 
changing, one thing to-day, another to-morrow, 
giving certain ſecurity to none. In a word, the 
conteft is between religion and n 10 virtue 


and vice; happioghs hs 


Fo 8 I 4s not in duell alone fal- 
ficient ground to look for providential protection, 


may we not, without incurring the charge of 


| preſumꝑi lcus ſuperſtition, Plauſibly indulge the 


hope of it from what has already occurred? 


Scarcely an event has taken place, ſinoe the 
commencement of hoſtilities, in which the arm 


of the Almighty. has not been nn bared in 


our defence. Los 
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Our, ol, 'paperous inſtances, permit n me to men- 
tion a. few. — The capture of the two Dutch | 


fleets * the Cape of. Good Hope, with-the Cape 
itſelf; ad the arrival of our forces, deſigned for 


that purpoſe, been a very little later, our attempts 


would probably have failed. 


Had 


— 
4 
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Had not Lord St.Vinceit attacked the Spanidrds 


as it were unawares, and under circumſtances petu⸗ - 


liarly advantageous! to himſelf, ſuch was their vaſt 
ſuperiority of numbers, that, - norwithftatſding the 
ſkill of the admiral, and the bravery öf tlie hen, 


it is ſcarcely within the limits'of hutrrarr n 


bility chat the ACTIN have been ſo 
e 12113 1 0 471% % einge d. | 
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With m4 to Ane van: PEP combat in 
which the gallant Duncan was 15 nobly Tru” 
phant over the fleet from Holland, the conſe- 
quence was the ſaving of Ireland, for the edle 
tion of which, to che yoke of France, that power- 
ful armament, in conjunction with two others, 115 
les pays Ad was 5 and deftrhied: "OE 


a a4 
Qi: 
8 N 3 SS 


And: heap! at an earlier EY A MEA 
both upon that kingdom and upon this was ac- 


tually effected, the elements fought on cur fi de; 


the Almighty blew with bis wind, and his enemies 
were ſcattered. — All theſe important events, 
with many others ſtill 7 in our memories, 
were greatly the reſult of contingencies which no 
human ſagacity could. foreſte, no human power 
control: they were ſalely in the hand of Omni- 
potence, who guided and directed them as ſeemed 


good in his fight, The Power which bas been 


thus 


TT * 3 
thus kind and gracious hitherto, we need not de- 
ſpair, unlefs we are wanting to ourſelves, will 


be kind and gracious {till ;*. will guide us through 
every difficulty, guard us againſt every danger, 
and finally enable us quite to defeat, and wholly - 


diſcomfir, our enemies, - hath, en and do- 
 meflic, | ; "It icy | 


158 us e 3 with ſteady collected 
minds, in the adoption of every human means for 
our defence and ſecurity; living, mean time, in 
the uniform practice of every virtue, public and 
private, ſocial and perſonal, ſubmitting the iſſue, 


with firm and cheerful acquieſcence, to the will 


of heaven. In the eloquent language of St. 
Paul, Let us tate unto ourſelves the whole ar- 
© mour of God, having our loins girt about with 
te truth, having on the breaſt-plate of * 


5 8 


IB , L118 1 47 
Y . : 9 


7 That the bope here 8 was not too ee, or 


totally groundleſs, we have, methinks, a comfortable evi- 
dence in the wonderful ſucceſs of the late conteſt at the 


Mouth of the Nile. Without in the leaſt detracting from the 


merit and {kill of the admiral, or the conduct and bravery of 
5 his officers and men, the hand of Providence was never 


more conſpicuous than in the final event; and the conſequen- 
ces, perhaps, are likely to be more efficacious towards the 


| general pacifcation of Europe than any ſingle occurrence 


during the war. oy pious gratitude fill the heart of every 
Briton ! 


ce neſs, 


> () 


3 neſs, and our feet fſhod with the preparation 
&« of the goſpel of peace; above all, taking the ſhield 


« of faith, the helmet of ſalvation, and the ſword of 


© the Spirit, which is the Word of God.” 


This if we do, I fear not a glorious and hap- 


py termination of” the preſent extraordinary con- 


teſt; I fear not, but that thoſe thick clouds 
which ſo long have darkened our proſpects 
will ſoon diſperſe, and the ſun of proſperity a- 
gain ſhine forth with the brighteſt luſtre; that 
we ſhall ſpeedily hail the return of peace, with 
all its richeſt and choiceſt bleſſings; that our 
trade, our commerce, our agriculture, our ma- 
nufactures, will flouriſh more extenſively and 
more vigorouſly than ever; and that theſe king- 


doms will riſe to a degree of dignity, glory, and 


happineſs, unknown in the moſt ſplendid periods 
of the Britiſh hiſtory. —_— 

But ſhould theſe pleaſing expectations prove 
deluſive; ſhould the Almighty, in his infinite 
wiſdom, and in order to accompliſh the great 
and grand deſigns of his providence, - give our 


towns and our cities to the plunder, fire, and 
ſword, of foreign BA DIT TI, and ſuffer our fertile 


fields to be lleeped 3 in blood and carnage; yet 


will not our efforts have been altogether in 
vain; we ſhall not have wholly diſgraced 


our 


| 
| 
| 
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our brave anceſtors, by tamely ſubmitting to 


the iron rod of tyranny; we ſhall have done 
our beſt; we ſhall have evinced our ſenſe of, and 
proved our gratitude for, that excellent conſtitu- 
tion, civil and religious, which their wiſe and 
firm fortitude procured and handed down to us. 


And, ſhould the glory of theſe nations utterly 


depart, and their throne be ſunk in that darkneſs 
and chaos which have ſo deeply covered great 
part of the continent, we ſhall nevertheleſs, as 
individuals, be finally ſafe. Having to the ut- 
moſt endeavoured to diſcharge our duty, as men 
and as Chriſtians, we ſhall at length receive, from 
the hands of our Maker, that © Crown of glory, 
ce which fadeth not away, eternal in the heavens,” 
with that moſt important of all commendations, | 


Well done, ye good and faithful ſervants, enter 
ce ye into the joy of your Lord.” 


THE END. 


